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Teaching in Sarawak
Eric spent three recent weekends travelling to the small city of Miri, Sarawak in order to
teach a course on the History of Christianity. Sarawak is the state of Malaysia to the
south of Sabah. It is about a 40 minute flight to Miri from Kota Kinabalu. Eric taught a
group of congregational leaders from the large Anglican church in Miri, as well as a
pastor and some lay leaders from the Anglican churches of Brunei, a small country that
lies between Sabah and Sarawak. Brunei is a country that places many restrictions on
the practice of Christianity, so the class was a wonderful way to get to know some of the
Christians from there and to support them.
Seminary Retreat
Every year the students, faculty, and
staff of the seminary go away for three
days of retreat together. The retreat is
a mix of talks on spiritual practices,
quiet time, and games. It is always
good to get to know the students
better and spend time with them
outside of class. A highlight is always
the volleyball tournament, although
the faculty team didn’t do so well this
year and lost in the first round.
Lutheran-Pentecostal Dialogue
On an international level, Lutherans and the Assemblies of God, representing traditional
Pentecostalism, began formal ecumenical discussions in 2016. As part of this they
encouraged Lutherans and Pentecostals to have local dialogues as well. Malaysia has
taken that up, having a first meeting this past March.

The goal is for these different expressions of Christianity to better understand each
other so that they can find ways of working together rather than against each other.
Eric was honored to be part of this discussion, and presented to the group about how
the Lutheran tradition understands the Holy Spirit. It was a really eye-opening
experience to see how much agreement there is between these two traditions lying
behind many of the more obvious differences in how they put their faith into practice.
Preaching
As our relationships with local churches has
deepened, this has led to more
opportunities to preach in more
congregations. This helps us, too, as we
get to see different parts of Malaysia and
learn more about the people that live in
this country. In March, Eric had the
opportunity to preach in Sarawak as well as
preaching in Kuala Lumpur for the first time, at Bangsar Lutheran Church in the trendy
Bangsar district.
Family News
Wendolyn and Dante have taken up running as a way to stay
healthy and in-touch with each other. This photo is from their
first 10km race. The race itself was comically disorganized, but
it did raise funds for a local faith-based autism support center.
Road and trail races have become very popular around the
world as people try to be healthier and organizations recognize
races as ways to raise funds and be visible in the community.
Upcoming are a color run and the 10k portion of the 10 th
annual Borneo International Marathon.

50th Anniversary of the BCCM-BM ministry

At the beginning of March, the Basel Christian Church of Malaysia (BCCM), the ELCA’s
companion church in Sabah, marked the 50th anniversary of the beginning of its
outreach to the indigenous peoples of Sabah. The indigenous congregations, known as
the Bahasa Malaysia (Malaysian language) or BM churches, now make up the largest
part of the BCCM. For the anniversary, they held a banquet and many of the
congregations gave performances of traditional dances from their region.

We are grateful for your support!
Two easy ways to give: 1.) online at Community.ELCA.org/Malaysia (takes you directly to our page, or
2.) By cheque, made payable to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, with Trozzo MSG0715 in the memo line.
Mailing address is: ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
If you have any questions, please call 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or contact globalchurch@elca.org.

You can contact us by:
Email: eric.trozzo@elca.org and wendofish@yahoo.com
Mail: Sabah Theological Seminary, P.O. Box 11925
88821, Kota Kinabalu Sabah, Malaysia
WhatsApp: +60 168264459
And on our Facebook page: Facebook.com/FlungForthAnew
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#SouthSudanNow
The stories and news coming from South
Sudan over the past few weeks have
been extremely troubling. Ongoing civil
war and famine have led to mounting
food insecurity, leaving more than 5
million people at risk. This number is
staggering, and because of this, the
ELCA has increased its commitment to
our brothers and sisters in South Sudan.
From providing immediate relief through
Lutheran Disaster Response, to
providing sustainable food security and
sustained ministry through ELCA World Hunger, to helping to found the South
Sudan Lutheran church and build aLutheran center and health clinic in the capital
city of Juba, the work of the ELCA in this country is significant, and we need
your support to keep it going.
ELCA presiding bishop issues pastoral message on Syria
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton issued a pastoral message regarding
the situation in Syria. In her message, she writes, "Let us continue to pray, assist
those in need, offer refuge to those fleeing violence, and encourage all efforts
toward peace for all of the children of God created in God’s image. We continue
to place our hope in the Lord our God, the Prince of Peace."
What are these Global Ministry Projects, anyway?
Throughout the span of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA,
Global Links has shared updates about the Global Ministry Projects that are
happening around the world. In an effort to better show the impact these projects
are having, we invite you to watch this video about what $100,000 is going to do
in Senegal and The Gambia. Each one of these 13 projects is an opportunity to
support incredible and life-changing ministries, and we hope this video inspires
you to consider how you and your congregation can become more involved in
them.

Thank you for being such a blessing to us!
The peace of the Lord be with you!

