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Newsletter from the Trozzo family,   

Serving the Church in Sabah, Malaysia 

Portrait of an STS/Lutheran Study Centre graduate:   

David Daniel is in his first month of pastoring far from his big-city home in Ipoh, west 

Malaysia.  He is serving in the jungle village of Sepulut, Sabah, a 5-hour drive from the not-

so-big city of Kota Kinabalu.  When asked how his setting is different, he says, “ah… fresh 

air, cool at night, no traffic jams, and people go to bed early.”  David is pastor for youth and 

is teaching English at a local school, and his first big project will be starting a youth Alpha 

course.  We know David is excellent with youth, as he gave our kids drum lessons and 

encouragement! 

 

I asked what the biggest needs are for his new flock.  He replied that there is a need for basic 

education and growing to more “spiritual food.”  Also the long term development of his area is 

important; currently when organizations help, it is either for a short-term project or giving does 

not meet a real need.  As more pastors become available to more rural churches, they can help 

advise on the most effective ways that others can help. 

Some of David’s favorite classes in seminary were theology and homiletics.  David can preach 

and even translate to both English and Bahasa Malaysia.  From Dr. Eric (as he is known here), 

he learned how to use philosophy to think more widely and approach the Bible in new and 

helpful ways.  We wish David all the best as he shares the gospel in Sepulut, Sabah! 



 

Notes 
from 
Eric: 
 

It is always great to a 

guest come share their 

expertise in class.  This 

month Guillermo 

Hansen, a professor of 

theology and ethics at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN, stopped by Sabah for a week.  

He is on sabbatical and is visiting Lutheran churches in Southeast Asia to learn more 

about this part of the world.  He sat in on my Lutheran Ethics class to talk about Luther 

and economics and offered some great new insights.   

One of the exciting programs that Sabah Theological Seminary offers is its extension 

course.  Seminary lecturers go to congregations to teach courses to the lay leaders to 

help create a strong leadership group in the congregation. Over three years students 

take eight courses, each with 30 hours of instruction, in order to receive a Certificate in 

Christian Ministry. They even get to walk across the stage at the seminary graduation.  

In February and March, I am spending three weekends at St. Columba Anglican Church 

in Miri, a small city in the Malaysian state of Sarawak, teaching History of Christianity.  

Sarawak is part of the island of Borneo, to the south of Sabah, and Miri is a 45-minute 

flight from Kota Kinabalu.  I have a dozen students from the Anglican congregation in 

Miri, three from a Baptist congregation, and four from Anglican churches in the country 

of Brunei, a country that has significant restrictions of the practice of Christianity.  

Brunei sits between Sabah and Sarawak.  Each weekend we have class for two hours on 

Friday night and then from 9 to 5 on Saturday.  It’s a lot of work for everyone, but the 

students really enjoy it. In fact, most of the students have already completed the three 

year certificate and have now signed up for another three years to earn a Diploma in 

Christian Ministry.  



 

From left to right: Dr. Yun Lok, Wendolyn’s 

mom Donna, Sue, Teacher/administrator 

Tracy, Bishop James Wong of the BCCM 

and his wife Connie, Pastor Bev, 

Wendolyn, and Pastor Steve – guests from 

Australia who came for a holiday but took 

a few days to travel to encounter ministry 

sites that Lutheran partnerships support. 

 

 

You 

Are 

Welcome  

Here! 

We have been able to greet several delegations from ELCA and LCA (Lutheran Church of Australia) 

congregations over the past month.  I guess the Americans 

are trying to escape the winter?  We have been here for 

nearly 5 years, so it is wonderful to see Sabah through their 

eyes and to have reason to revisit places like Grace Centre 

(photos above), a school for undocumented/ stateless 

children.  

Would you like to come visit us?  You are welcome! 

A trip can mix learning, serving, and tourism.  A usual stay 

is 1-2 weeks.  If you are interested, let us know!  We can 

also connect you to others who have visited, so you can ask 

them about the details and their stories.  This is one way to 

celebrate being a Global Church.  

Facts about Grace Centre: 

 In its 11th year of teaching 

 194 students 

 Graduates show the younger 

children the power of education 

 Has hosted ELCA YAGM volunteers 

 Funded by Korean churches, in 

partnership with the local BCCM 

church 

 Chartered through Indonesia, as 

most students’ parents are from 

there.  (The local government will 

not approve a school for Christians 

or for immigrants. 



We are grateful for your support!  
Two easy ways to give: 1.) online at Community.ELCA.org/Malaysia (takes you directly to our page, or  
2.) By cheque, made payable to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, with Trozzo MSG0715 in the memo line. 
Mailing address is: ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009  
If you have any questions, please call 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or contact globalchurch@elca.org.  

 
 

You can contact us by:  
Email: eric.trozzo@elca.org and wendofish@yahoo.com  
Mail: Sabah Theological Seminary, P.O. Box 11925  
88821, Kota Kinabalu Sabah, Malaysia  
WhatsApp: +60 168264459 
And on our Facebook page:  Facebook.com/FlungForthAnew 
 
 
 
              

Date afternoon and  

 Dante’s best friend 

just moved back  

from Penang (best 

food city in Malaysia)!   

 

 

Enjoying a healthy life 

in body, mind, and 

relationships. 

 

 

Thank you for being such a blessing to us! 
The peace of the Lord be with you! 


