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We’re back… home…  

Transitioning 

back to our 

Malaysian home 

A few days before we flew 

back to Malaysia after 10 

weeks in the U.S.A., I 

came across some 

Malaysian money.  Just the 

touch of it transported me 

in all my senses to the 

island of Borneo, the city 

of Kota Kinabalu, our 

apartment and markets and views of sea and mountain.  As amazing as America is 

(berries! friends! smooth roads! cool weather!), we were all ready to come 

home.  Nearly three months without routine, having to pack up and move every 

three days, is a lot.  We were given wonderful, wonderful hospitality along the 

way, which made the trip much easier, and we got to enjoy so much storytelling – 

both sharing our stories and getting to hear stories of our friends and supporters in 

the Red White and Blue.  Maybe it is a bit of grace that we were ready to come 

home, even though we are never ready to say “good-bye” or even “see you later” 

to our USA crew. 

In closing out home assignment, and as one last reminder of the generosity of our 

American friends, we managed to lose both boys’ Kindles in the Seoul, Korea 

airport.  Kindles are our alarm clocks, our music libraries, our down time, our 

learning games center – in other words, they’re really important!  We mentally 



retraced our steps, and yes, we remembered where they had gotten left.  Airport 

lost and found (thank you, Skype calls!) had them, but could not mail them; we 

needed someone to come pick them up in person.  I broadcasted a Facebook plea – 

anyone know anybody in Seoul? 

We received so many offers of connection and help within an hour – what a gift!  It 

was actually hard to choose just one person!  Needless to say, the Kindles are now 

in the mail – a friend of a friend (who is now OUR friend!) fetched them and went 

through the bureaucracy of mailing them (had to mail them separately, to two 

different addresses, because of their batteries and making sure we weren’t running 

an import business).  It was just one more reminder of the web of relationships – 

wherever we are, if we are in need, people offer kindness.  If there is one message 

to carry from Home assignment, that would be it: that we are connected, and loved, 

and blessed to be able to hopefully continue to return the favor in the days and 

years ahead. 

Family Group reunited  

 

This is a photo from when Eric’s “family group” at the seminary went out to lunch.  

Eric leads one of two English-speaking family groups (though they often switch 

between 4 or 5 different languages) that gather once a week for an activity.  

Activites might be devotions, Bible study, lunch, games, guided conversation, 

spiritual practices, or visits to local places.  This week we went to Shabu-Shabu, 

which is a Japanese hot pot meal where you put raw ingredients into a broth.  



Here we are mixing sauces for our meal.  During the meal we decided to visit the 

Sabah State Mosque together, to learn more about our Muslim neighbors.  The 

seminary has many family groups, but all meet weekly, and all provide support 

and nurturing for staff and students. 

 

What did we do on Home 

Assignment?    
Within a few hours of landing, we got to 

celebrate communion at Wendolyn’s 

home congregation.  On day 2 we did 

medical check-ups (all clear! Alleluia!). 

Within the week we were off to Columbus, 

Ohio, to visit our seminary, sit for an 

interview, and network.  Then we were off 

to Akron, Ohio for a family reunion plus 

sharing at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church.  

Then a quick run to Frostburg, MD, where 

Dante turned 11 and we had our longest 

time in one place – 10 days. We got to visit 

St Luke’s and St Paul’s there.  Then a drive 

to NJ, worship in West Long  

Branch, and an immediate flight to the 

“Summer Missionary Conference” near 

ELCA HQ in Chicago.  5 days with all the 

“even number year” missionaries, then back to NJ to visit congregations in Dover 

and Oakland.  Then – quick! – to camp Mar-Lu-Ridge in MD, to be Pastors of the 

Week.  Sunday we were blessed to visit St. Paul’s/Breath of God in Baltimore and 

see an Orioles game with the grandpa.  Monday Eric had dental surgery (planned) 

and within an hour we were off to Roanoke, Virginia.  Then we raced back for 

Wendolyn’s mom’s 80th birthday, and then two days to “pre-pack.”  Then back to 

NJ to be speakers for Confirmation Camp. Pretty soon we flew to L.A. to meet our 

car trips... lots of them... 

at Church with Grandma 



niece – she was 2 years old and we hadn’t met her in person yet! A week in L.A., 

plus a visit to Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Riverside, CA. One last family meal – Korean 

BBQ – and we were off to LAX, to fly through 

Seoul and finally back to KK.  And that’s the 

*short* version of our summer! 

We have to thank the many people and 

groups who hosted us, invited us to speak or 

to rest, and fed and housed us.  We hope 

that connecting in person has helped others 

to see the power shared through gifts to 

Global Mission, and that people feel a little 

closer to their brothers and sisters around the world. 

Summer Missionary 

Conference – ELCA 

Global Mission unit 
Ah, the wisdom of Autocorrect: it 

changed “unit” in the title above to 

“unity.”  It is hard to maintain a sense 

of unity with over 220 missionaries 

serving in over 90 countries.  Even 

knowing that we serve the same Lord, 

the expression of our unity looks a lot like diversity in terms of assignment, 

weather, family status, proximity to a city, language, and the missionary’s own 

religious and family background.  So every summer, the missionaries that are on 

Home Assignment plus the Global Mission staff gather near Chicago.  We use that 

time to rest, re-connect, learn and grow – to reunite as a unit and as a family too.  

Some of my favorite moments come in worship, when we sing in so many 

languages – the music team that leads us is always fantastic.  We get to eat 

together, the kids have their own bonding activities, and each year has a theme 

for us all to gather around.  This year’s theme was “curiosity,” both as we 

At Grace Lutheran in Westminster, MD, where Dante ran 
into a friend from his camp group last summer, and Eric's 

mom (Nana) visited 



approach the Bible and our varying contexts.  To celebrate curiosity, we all did 

something new: from culinary challenges to being hauled over a 15-foot wall, we 

joined in activities that let us explore our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  The 

picture below was taken by the guide for the wall-group from the top of that wall 

that we all went over.  In the picture we all have our hands up – that was our 

position for being the safety net and encouragement for the one being suspended 

above the ground.   

 

Happy 16th Wedding 

Anniversary!  To celebrate 

we attended a benefit concert for 

the Seminary’s scholarship fund.  

Here’s to many adventures in the 

years ahead! 



You can contact us by:  
Email: eric.trozzo@elca.org and 
wendofish@yahoo.com  

Mail: Sabah Theological Seminary,  
P.O. Box 11925  
88821, Kota Kinabalu  
Sabah, Malaysia  

 

We are grateful for your support!  
Two easy ways to give: 1.) online at Community.ELCA.org/Malaysia (takes you directly to our page, 
or  
2.) By cheque, made payable to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, with Trozzo MSG0715 in the 
memo line. Mailing address is: ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-
8009  
If you have any questions, please call 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or contact 

globalchurch@elca.org.  
 

     

Thank you for being such a blessing to 
us! The peace of the Lord be with you!  
 

 
Pictured:  At the seminary, Caedmon 

learning to use bamboo stilts; at our 

storage cube in Maryland, finding the veil from our wedding, and 

Eric proving to Caedmon that frozen pizzas are actually a thing in 

America.  Good times and many blessings! 


