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World Travellers to visit USA this summer 
Every other summer we are blessed to visit our “passport country,” to visit 

supporting congregations, attend a conference with other missionaries, enjoy 

the comforts of America, and get lots of hugs from family and friends.  There is 

no replacing the benefit of having face-to-face time, so home assignment is 

very special to us, and we hope, to congregations! 

We are beginning to build our calendar, which has about a million variables.  

We plan to be in the US for about 10 weeks, starting sometime in June and 

finishing sometime in August.  We will be based in our home state of Maryland, 

but are available to travel to other states as well to visit supporters.   

Please contact us if you would like a visit.  Sunday morning worship, mid-week 

potlucks, VBS, or meeting up at a minor league baseball game are all options.  

We will also be looking for a vehicle to rent/borrow and places to stay along 

the way.  Our contact information is at the back of this newsletter, or you can 

always find us on Facebook: facebook.com/FlungForthAnew .  



India reflections: September 

– December 2015 
Eric and I found some downtime last night to watch 

a DVD we got at a tea plantation in India.  Watching 

it brought back so many of the feelings we had 

during our time there. 

We had been told that with India, you 

simultaneously love it passionately AND want to tear 

your hair out in frustration.  True!  The food, the generosity of people, the ability to go 

anywhere on trains or buses, all great!  But getting a non-spicy pizza, even at Dominos? 

Can’t.  Ask someone to do something in their work 

that they don’t do everyday? Forget it, they won’t 

even consider trying.  Want a train ticket?  Get onto 

the waitlist and the afternoon that you leave for the 

14-hour train ride you find out IF you have a seat.  We 

loved lemon rice and curd, we loved playing cricket and 

badminton every day with our neighbors, we loved the 

first train ride.  And, we burned a lot of calories being 

frustrated and lost.  It was almost always BOTH love 

and despair. 

The video we got was supposed to be about a tea 

plantation, but it turned out to be an intro to all the tourist spots in the state of Kerala, 

with a voiceover that we could 

understand about 30% of the words 

(though many people spoke English, we 

could understand very few, and our 

American English was hard for them too), 

and the last quarter of the video had no 

audio at all.  Seriously, the state-

sponsored tourism video forgot the audio 

file???  So we watched it in silence, still 

enjoying it, and marveling at our 

experiences in India.  We’d love to go 

back, and we had to shake our heads.  

That’s the India experience in a nutshell.     
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South Andhra Lutheran Church 
 One of the great joys of our time in India was an invitation 

to speak at the 150th Anniversary celebration of the South Andhra 

Lutheran Church (SALC).  The church is based a few hours’ drive 

north of Chennai, in the state of Andhra Pradesh.  Over the course 

of several days, the celebration moved around to several of the 

oldest churches in the area.  Each was started by the missionary 

August Mylius, who had come from Germany in 1865 and whose 

work helped lead to the founding of the SALC.  It was quite moving 

to see the incredible impact the work of this missionary has had, 

but even more inspiring to see the vibrant faith of the people today.  

One of the things that I will remember the most about the old 

churches we visited was that several had their ceilings covered 

with cloth of different colors, arranged into patterns.  It added 

a sense of celebration and energy to their worship space.  

Representatives from the ELCA and the Northeastern 

Minnesota Synod (the SALC’s Companion Synod) were already 

present, but I was asked to join in to give a talk on what it 

means to be Lutheran.  I talked about how Martin Luther was 

not just a reformer of the church.  He was also a fellow 

believer who had a profound experience of God’s grace, a 

pastor who wanted others to know the grace of God, and 

someone who cared about people who are poor.  Thus if our 

churches are places that we experience God’s grace, we seek 

to share the good news of that grace, and we care for those in 

need, our churches are living out key parts of what it means to 

be Lutheran today. 



Reformation Day in Chennai 
 We were at Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and Research Institute in Chennai, 

India for their Reformation Day celebration.  They had one of the most engaging 

Reformation Day programs I have experienced.  Their theme was “Re-Visioning Sola Gratia.”  

In the morning they had two speakers.  I was one of them: they asked me to talk about 

justification by grace alone.  The other was a local Catholic theologian who spoke on the 

importance of Martin Luther for Catholics today.  I had not met him or had contact with him 

beforehand, but our talks complimented each other well and gave a good ecumenical spirit 

to the day.  In the afternoon, then, they had an interactive activity.  Everyone, including the 

children, were divided into small groups and sent around a circuit of a dozen stations.  One 

station had trivia about Martin Luther, another asked each group to make a short video clip 

about a current social issue in India.  There were timed races with lit candles, tests of 

knowledge of hymn numbers in the Gurukul hymnal, and a challenge of coloring a picture of 

a Luther Rose from memory.  There really was something for every age; all four of us had a 

wonderful time.  It was a great way to celebrate Lutheranism as a living tradition of Christian 

faith. 

 

Australia visit 
 The Lutheran Study Centre at our 

seminary, STS, is a cooperative program, 

with support coming from Malaysia, 

Singapore, Bavaria, and Australia, along 

with the ELCA.  While our visa process 

meant we needed to be away from 

Malaysia, it allowed some time that we 

normally would not have for Eric to visit 

the Lutheran Church in Australia to get to know people there who support our work.  He 

was invited to speak at Australian Lutheran College about the churches in Sabah.  The 

church also arranged for him to tour the historic Lutheran churches of the Barossa Valley, 

also known as a major part of Australia’s wine country.  He also had the chance to go to 

Queensland and speak at two congregations that have ties to Sabah and support mission 

work there.  It was a wonderful opportunity to experience this beautiful country, but even 

more to get a sense of how the Church, though spread over many continents, can be united 

in its work for the sake of the world.  It took a moment to adjust to hearing familiar hymns 

sung with an Australian accent, but at the same time there was a strong sense of being 

among brothers and sisters in Christ. 



Meet the new 

seminary guard dogs – 

both named Lopan!  We are teaching 

them to sit (“duduk!”) and stay (which 

we’re just teaching in English).  The 

seminary doesn’t allow pets, but Eric had 

been praying for some way to have a dog 

or cat.  On our return from India we met 

these guys, and fell instantly in love.  

Imagine how big they will be by our next 

newsletter! 

 

Projects Coming Up 
Now that we are back in Malaysia, we can turn our attention to continuing the work here in 

developing the Lutheran Study Centre as a resource for the local churches.  Eric will now be serving 

as the director of the centre, and Wendolyn will volunteer one day a week helping out with special 

projects.  In particular, she will be editing a newsletter with preaching resources.  The English and 

Bahasa Malaysia speaking congregations here do 

not use a lectionary, but instead pick themes for 

preaching.  The newsletter will give theme ideas 

with scriptural and theological support for 

preaching on those themes. We’ve both begun 

attending the weekly devotions at the BCCM’s 

central office, with the bishop and central staff.  It 

is a helpful way to get to know our partners better 

and the issues that local pastors face. Eric, 

meanwhile, is teaching several classes, as well as 

preparing for some continuing education seminars 

later in the year.  He is 

teaching Systematic 

Theology II as a general 

course.  He is also 

teaching an introduction to Martin Luther’s theology for all 3rd and 4th 

year Lutheran students, and leading two independent studies for 

advanced degree students.  The LSC is also working to publish some 

brochures basic Christian teachings in Bahasa Malaysia, translated from 

Lutheran Church in Australia brochures.  The second volume of the 

Bahasa Malaysia translation of the Book of Concord, containing 

confessional writings from the Lutheran tradition, is currently with the 

printers and should be published soon.   



 Happy Chinese New Year!  Gong Xi Fat Chai!   

 

The seminary here has three departments:  English, Bahasa Malaysia, and Chinese.  It is one 

community and together celebrates the holidays of each department.  Chinese New Year is 

an opportunity for us to learn about Chinese Malaysian culture through song, dance, drama, 

painting Chinese characters, and of course, food!   

Wrapping up... 
We hope to be more settled and able to keep up with our blog: 
FlungForthAnew.wordpress.com 
And our Facebook page is a great place for conversation  facebook.com/FlungForthAnew 

You can contact us by: 
Email: eric.trozzo@elca.org and wendofish@yahoo.com 
Mail:  Sabah Theological Seminary, P.O. Box 11925 
 88821, Kota Kinabalu 
 Sabah, Malaysia 

We are grateful for your support!   
Two easy ways to give:  1.) online at Community.ELCA.org/Malaysia (takes you directly to 

our page, or 

2.) By cheque, made payable to ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, with Trozzo MSG0715 in 

the memo line.  Mailing address is: ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, 

VA  22116-8009 

If you have any questions, please call 800-638-3522, ext. 2657, or contact 

globalchurch@elca.org.  

Thank you for being such a blessing to us!  The peace fo the Lord be with you! 

mailto:eric.trozzo@elca.org
mailto:wendofish@yahoo.com
mailto:globalchurch@elca.org

